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The information contained in this presentation is not legal advice and is provided 
solely as an educational service to our community. No attorney-client relationship 

is formed between attendees and the presenter.



USC Housing Law Clinic Background

● USC Village Community Benefit

● Long Term Commitment 

● The USC Housing Law Clinic provides free professional legal 
services to tenants residing around USC’s University Park 
Campus

● The Clinic is staffed by a dedicated attorney who meets directly 
with tenants to assist them in their housing issues.



What are my rights as a tenant?



BASIC TENANT RIGHTS

❑ Right to Habitable Conditions
Implied Warranty of Habitability
Landlord’s Duty to Repair

❑ Limits on Landlord’s Right to Enter

❑ Protections Against Retaliatory Eviction

❑ Right to Refund of Security Deposit

❑ Protections from Discrimination



New COVID-19 Laws and           

Tenant Protections



City Eviction Moratoriums

LA County Emergency Declarations & Eviction Moratoriums

CA Governor Declares State of Emergency



Los Angeles City 
COVID-19 Tenant Protections

❑ Eviction Protections
➢ No evictions for nonpayment of rent if tenant is unable to 

pay rent due to COVID-19
➢ No late fees or interest
➢ Tenant will have up to 12 months after local emergency 

ends to pay back rents
➢ May not evict due to extra occupants

❑ Limited Rent Increases
➢ No rent Increase for Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) 

properties



Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)

❑ Visit Zimas Website*
➢ To determine whether you live in a property subject to RSO, 

visit: http://www.zimas.lacity.org
➢ Search for your address and look for the property’s RSO 

status under the Housing tab
➢ You can also call the City of Los Angeles Housing & 

Community Investment Department: 1-866-557-7368

http://www.zimas.lacity.org/




Los Angeles County 
Eviction Moratorium

❑ Countywide Ban on Evictions
➢ For nonpayment due to a COVID-19 related reason, 
➢ No-fault reasons, and
➢ COVID-19 related violations due to unauthorized occupants, 

pets, or nuisance
➢ No late fees or interest

❑ Limited Rent Increases
➢ No rent increases during this time for unincorporated LA 

County

❑ Cities within LA County
➢ These protections apply unless you live in a city within the 

County that has enacted its own eviction moratorium. 
➢ List of Cities with their own eviction moratorium

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/noevictions/




Rent Freeze vs. Rent Forgiveness

❑ Has rent been forgiven due to COVID?
➢ NO. At the moment we do not have rent forgiveness. 

Tenants are still responsible for the rent due under their 
contract and are encouraged to pay rent is they can.

❑ Do I have to notify the landlord that I cannot pay rent and 
plan to postpone my rent due to COVID?

➢ YES. It is recommended that you notify the landlord and 
maintain written record. 

➢ Submitting documentation is not required, but HIGHLY 
recommended that tenants maintain these records

➢ Tenant is not required to sign installment payments or 
agreements



Terminating My Lease

❑ Can I terminate my lease?
➢ Recommendations: review your lease
➢ Work with your landlord to reach a solution
➢ Seek legal help before you decide to stop paying rent 

(unless protected by LA City or County Moratoriums)

❑ Consider Alternative Dispute Resolutions
➢ Mediation



Resources

❑ USC Crisis and Intervention Support

❑ USC Basic Needs 

❑ USC Housing Law Clinic 

❑ Housing Rights Center 

❑ Los Angeles City COVID-19 information 

https://campussupport.usc.edu/
https://seip.usc.edu/centers/studentbasicneeds/
https://communities.usc.edu/usc-housing-clinic/
http://www.housingrightscenter.org/
https://hcidla2.lacity.org/covid-19-renter-protections


Questions



Thank You!


